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Port Hedland is a town in the Pilbara region of Western Australia that is
home to the world's greatest iron ore receiving port. The port is a vital part
of the global iron ore trade, and it plays a major role in the Australian
economy. The history of Port Hedland is closely tied to the history of iron
ore mining in the Pilbara, and the port has grown and developed alongside
the mining industry.

Early history

The first Europeans to arrive in the Pilbara region were the Dutch in 1618.
They named the area "Eendrachtsland" after their ship, the Eendracht. The
Dutch did not explore the area extensively, and it was not until the 1840s
that the first British settlers arrived. The settlers were attracted to the area
by the discovery of copper, and they soon established a number of mines.
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In 1872, the first iron ore was discovered in the Pilbara, and the mining
industry quickly began to grow. The iron ore was shipped to Europe and
Asia, and it soon became a major export for Western Australia. The
development of the iron ore industry led to the growth of Port Hedland,
which became the main port for shipping iron ore from the Pilbara.

The 20th century

The 20th century was a time of great growth and development for Port
Hedland. The population of the town increased dramatically, and the port
was expanded to accommodate the increasing volume of iron ore
shipments. In the 1960s, the first iron ore pellet plant was built in Port
Hedland, and this led to a further increase in the port's importance.

By the end of the 20th century, Port Hedland was the world's largest iron
ore receiving port. The port handled more than 100 million tonnes of iron
ore per year, and it was a vital part of the global iron ore trade.

The 21st century

The 21st century has seen continued growth and development for Port
Hedland. The port has been expanded further, and it now handles more
than 200 million tonnes of iron ore per year. The port is also home to a
number of other industries, including tourism and fishing.

Port Hedland is a vibrant and growing town that is home to a diverse
population. The town has a rich history, and it plays a vital role in the global
iron ore trade. Port Hedland is a major economic hub for Western Australia,
and it is a key part of the state's future.



Port Hedland is a town with a rich and fascinating history. The town has
grown and developed alongside the iron ore industry, and it is now the
world's greatest iron ore receiving port. Port Hedland is a vital part of the
global iron ore trade, and it plays a major role in the Australian economy.
The town is a vibrant and growing community, and it is a key part of
Western Australia's future.
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